CLINICAL MICROBIOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY
The course of Clinical Microbiology is being held simultaneously with the Infectology course for students attending the fourth academic year in Medical Studies in English.

COURSE AIMS: 
Based on the knowledge acquired during the course Basics of Medical Microbiology and Parasitology, the goal of this course is for students to learn the indications for microbiological testings, depending on specific clinical feature, as well as to decide about the appropriate time, types and principles of taking samples from different parts of human organism, including the necessity for a specific microbiological testing. The students also have to learn how to interpret the final result of microbiological testing, including the susceptibility testing of different microorganisms.

At the end of the course, the students will be able to determine the type of the samples and microbiological tests, and interpret the final microbiological test results, as well as the susceptibility testing for the most common infectious syndroms. They will also be able to take the principle measures for preventing hospital infections.

                                       TEACHING UNITS AND TOTAL HOURS
The total course hours are 30 hours (12 hours of lectures and 18 hours of seminars). Teaching and thematic units are as follows:

Lectures:
Lecture (2h): Introduction to clinical microbiology. Laboratory diagnosis of infections.

Lecture (2h): Diagnosis of bacteriemias, infective endocarditis and anaerobic infections.

Lecture (2h): Microorganisms and antimicrobial agents.

Lecture (2h): Diagnosis of nosocomial infections. Disinfection, sterilization.

Lecture (2h): Diagnosis of opportunistic infections and infections in immunocompromised hosts.

Lecture (2h): Diagnosis of connatal, perinatal and childhood infections.

Seminars:
Seminar (2h): Diagnosis of respiratory tract infections.

Seminar (2h): Diagnosis of central nervous system (CNS) infections.

Seminar (2h): Diagnosis of protozoal diseases and helminthiases.

Seminar (2h): Diagnosis of gastrointestinal infections.

Seminar (2h): Diagnosis of urogenital infections.

Seminar (2h): Diagnosis of urinary tract infections (UTI) and mycobacterial infections.

Seminar (2h): Serological diagnosis of infections and diagnosis of hepatitis.

Seminar (2h): Diagnosis of mycoses.

Seminar (2h): Diagnosis of blood and tissue parasites.

                                                      OBLIGATORY TEXTBOOK
Brooks GF, Carroll KC, Butel JS, Morse SA, Mietzner TA, eds. Jawetz, Melnick and Adelbergs, Medical Microbiology. 26th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill; 2013.

Additional teaching material: handouts from lectures and seminars.

                                               STUDENTS' RESPONSABILITIES
All components of teaching are obligatory. Students are allowed to miss up to 20% of the total course hours JUSTIFIABLE, provided that ALL absences are compensated through a colloquium. Students must be prepared for seminars according to the topics in the schedule. Active participants will be given extra pluses that will be added to the points achieved on written part of the exam (10 pluses = 1 point).

Unprepared seminars will be given a minus and must be compensated through a colloquium, as they are required for the final exam. Minuses and all absences must be compensated through a colloquium before gaining entry to the exam.

                                                     
          EXAM
The course Clinical Microbiology and Parasitology has written exam. The test consists of 40 questions (40 minutes). The total percentage of correct answers for a passing grade is 60% (24 points).

Score                                      Grade

0-23                                        insufficient (1)

24-27                                      sufficient (2)

28-31                                      good (3)

32-35                                      very good (4)

36-40                                      excellent (5)

